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Proceedings of the Thirty-First Annual Meeting of the 
Illinois State Bar Association. Springfield, Illinois : Illi- 
nois State Register Book Publishing House. 1907. Pp. vi, 
214, 164. 

In addition to the usual record of the proceedings of a bar 
association meeting, this Report contains an illuminating dis- 
cussion of the problem of particular interest in the Central and 
Western States of the best method of securing fair and im- 
partial service and equitable rates from the railroads. The 
principal paper on this subject, presented by James H. Wilker- 
son, Esq., contains a review of the history of federal railroad 
regulation. In reply thereto Blewett Lee, Esq., delivered an 
informal address, which in cogent and concise language, sum- 
marized the damages which would be imposed upon the rail- 
roads by the passage of unconsidered and unwise rate laws, 
reciprocal demurrage statutes, etc. The financial history of 
the last six months clearly proves that the prophecy of Mr. Lee 
was grounded on a solid foundation. 

Another interesting and suggestive address is by Edward M. 
Shepard, Esq., of New York, entitled "Corporate Capitaliza- 
tion and Public Morals." This contains various novel pro- 
posals, notably the elimination of the present practice of ex- 
pressing the value of shares of stock in dollars, which were 
widely commented on in the general press some months ago. 
Other papers presented include "Pure Food Laws," by Alfred 
H. Jones, Esq. ; "Some Aspects of the Federal Food and Drug 
Act," by Frank F. Reed, Esq., and an historical essay on "The 
Lincoln-Douglas Debates," by Hon. Clark E. Carr. 

R. D. J. 



Commentaries on the Law of Contracts. By Joel Pren- 
tiss Bishop, LL. D. Second Edition, revised and enlarged 
by Marion C. Early. Chicago: T. H. Flood & Company, 
1907. Pp. xxii, 829. 

There have been few legal text-book writers of modern times 
who have stamped their personality upon the law as has Joel 
Prentiss Bishop. To him we owe a clear conception of the 
legal nature of the marriage relation. On reading any of his 
works we are struck by the freshness and originality of his 
views, without in the slightest feeling that we are reading an 
author's opinion instead of the law. We are compelled con- 



